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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE

JulieVan Meter —HIS—Central States Chapter President
NebraskaDepartment of Agriculture

35" Annua HISMeeting in Nebraska City wasagreat success!

We had agreat turn out for the 2006 HIS
Meeting, held in Nebraska City this past
October. All 12 statesinthe Central Chap-
ter sent staff, which resulted in 45 attendees
at the meeting. | hope all of you that at-
tended had agreat time, learned valuable
information, and enjoyedtheLied Lodge. |
inviteal of youto cometotheHISmeeting
in Michiganin 2006, and recruit other in-
spectorsand survey coordinatorsfromyour
statesto come, too.

Asaways, welistened to excellent speakerscover avariety of topicsduring

2005 Meeting Summary continued on page 2

MARK YOUR CALENDERS
FOR THE 2006 CENTRAL CHAPTER
MEETING IN MICHIGAN

JohnBock - HIS Central Chapter Vice President
Michigan Department of Agriculture

Planto attend the upcoming meeting of the Central Chapter of H.1.S., hosted
by the Michigan Department of Agriculture, October 16th- 19th, at Brook
LodgeHotel and Conference Center inAugusta, Michigan.

Brook Lodgeislocated inthe countryside north of Interstate 94 between
Battle Creek and Kalamazoo. Visitorsto the conference center may not
notice or fully appreciate the vast tract of property that makes up Brook

Mark Your Calendars continued on page 6




We accomplished alot at the
busnessmeetingthisyear. We
discussed putting the HIS
Manual on CD, instead of
printing copies. It was de-
cided that Bill Hilbert, would
look intothis. BasedonBill’s
recommendations, the Execu-
tive Committeelater voted to
offer theHISManual onCD.
Bill hasagreed to continueto
handlethesales. A great ded
of discussionrevolved around
aresolutiontoregulatetheuse
Master diagnosticians, Bruce Cummingsand Chuck Stoltenow o of the HISlist-serve. After
compare notesduring the plant pest challenge. ~ 4 muchdiscussion, theresolu-
tion wastabled until it could
befurther discussed.

Several businessitemswere
the meeting. Dr. Tom Powers, UNL Nematologist, forwarded onto Centra Plant Board (CPB) for their con-
showed all of usthat, yes, even nematodescan befasci-  Sideration. HIS asked CPB to support the Japanese
nating. Chelsey Wasem, UNL Graduate student, pro- Beetle (JB) treatment option presented by Ken Cote,
vided thelatest informationin her ongoing researchre-  and pursue adding it to the list of acceptable JB treat-
lated to the use of auto-inocula-
torsto distribute Metarhizium
anisopliae spores for the con-
trol of Japanese beetles. After
the presentation on Metham-
phetamine Awareness, by Ser-
geant Mark Kula, Nebraska
SatePetrol, most of uswill never
look at the motel shower or cof-
fee pot in the same way again.
Whilethistopic wasnot atypi-
ca HISpresentation, | think we
will al bemoreawareof our sur-
roundings. | wouldliketo thank
those HIS members who pre-
sented during the meeting, in-
cluding Larry Hanning, Ken
Cote, and Rick Davis. Your \ e

contributionsweregreatly gppre- Dr. Loren Giesler (right), Professor of Plant Pathology,
ciated. Several members also withthe University of Nebraska, Lincoln providesatour of
provided instruction, and enter- Nebraska smobile plant diagnosticlaboratory to Ryan Krull

tainment, through slides and

. ot and Larry Hanning.
samplesinthehospitality room.




mentsin the JB Harmoni-
zation Plan. CPB was
supportiveof thisJB treat-
ment, and will forward it
on to the National Plant
Board (NPB) JB Harmo-
nization/Treatment Com-
mitteefor review. Reso-
lution #4 from the 2004
HISmeseting, dedingwith
theinspection of foreign
plant material, wasresub-
mittedto CPB. Youmight
remember that thisresolu-
tion came about as part of
adiscussononvirusesand
nematodesin perennials.
CPB supportsthe concept
of the resolution, and is
currently working on afi-
nal versionto sendto NPB. CPB wasaso madeaware
of aconcern about the distribution of “Red Gnome’ dog-
wood, acultivar that may betheresult of amycoplasma
infection. Thisdiscussonwaslargely duetoapostingon
theHISlig-serve. Therewasagreement withinthe CPB
that aninfected/infested plant was not desirablein the
trade, but that therewasn’t enough specificinformation
available onthisparticular situation for the CPB to take
action. TomHarrison, State Plant Regul atory Officer for
Ohio, will continuetolook intothestuation. Scott Kinzie,
Past President of HIS, had sent aletter to the CPB Presi-
dentin 2004, outlining additiona concernsrelatedtolack
of timely inspectionsin some states and the need for all
satesto participatein HIS. Thisletter waswell received
by CPB, and | believethat thisdirectly lead to thein-
creasein attendeesat the 2005 meeting.

Our HI'S chapter was proud to announce that one of our
members, Lee Burgess, Missouri, received the Carl
Carlson Award fromthe National Plant Board (NPB) in
2005. Leehadwonthe Robert McAdamsAward from
HISin 2004, and hisnamewasforwarded onto CPB,
which then nominated him for the Carl Carlson Award.
Each of the four Plant Boardsin the U.S. forwards a
nomineefor thisawardto NPB. Because of Lee’shard
work and dedication asaninspector, hereceived agreat
dedl of support fromhiscoworkersandindividuasinthe

A tour of theArbor Day Farmincluded production green-
houses, apple orchards and processing, interactivetree
walk and the J Sterling Morton museum.

nursery industry. Many people contributed lettersof rec-
ommendation that wereincluded with his nomination.
Congratulations L ee, onwinning thisnational award!

Steven Shimek, Minnesota, wasthewinner of the 2005
Robert McAdamsAward. Hisnamewasalso forwarded
onthe CPB, who has selected Steve asthe CPB nomi-
neefor the Carl CarlsonAward. The NPB will consider
al nominationsand sdlect awinner, to beannounced at
theAugust NPB meeting. Good luck Steve!

Severd stateshave experienced significant turnover in
inspection staff inthelast few years. Retirementsand
budget constraints have led some states to work with
reduced numbersof ingpectors. Yet each year new pests
emerge asthreatsto plantsall acrosstheU.S. Thean-
nual HISmeeting isone of the best waysto continueto
educate ourselves about pest issues. Thisisthe oppor-
tunity for continuing education for ingpectorsand survey
coordinatorsinthecentral states. Weare ableto share
insghtsand experienceswith one another, and meet col-
leaguesin other states. Theexperienceisinvauable. So,
hopeto seeyou al in Michiganin October.




ALTERNATIVE METHOD TO DIPPING
FOR TREATMENT OF JAPANESE BEETLE GRUBS

Management of Japanese beetle grubs Popillia japonica can beadifficult task. Proper management of a’ weed
freezone immediately adjacent totreesisimportant in preventing adult egg laying and subsequent grub infestations
inthelater part of the growing season. Japanese beetle adultsprefer to lay their eggsin grassesthat are approxi-
mately 6 inchestall. VVegetation of thistype combined with ample soil moisture during adult flight createsand
environment inwhich thereisahigh probability of future grub infestation. Often these situationsrequire growersto
implement rescuetreatmentsin order to meet requirements set forth by the Japanese Beetle Harmoni zation Plan.
Chemicalssuch ashd ofenozide (Mach 2), imidacl oprid (M erit) and imidacl oprid + cyfluthrin (Discus) are effective
toolsfor management of thispest in apreventative manner. These products must be appliedinlate Juneprior to
adult emergenceand they arenot effectiveakillinglarge, established populationsof grubs. Theonly product that will
provideeffectiverescuetreatmentsin afield stuationisDylox.

Japanese besetle popul ationswere very largein I ndianaduring the 2005 growing season. Therewasample

rainfall during adult flight which createdideal conditionsfor egg laying and madeit difficult for growersto maintain
‘weed freezones'. Thelater part of summer and early fall becamevery dry inIndiana. Despitedry conditions
during our 2005 inspection wefound numerous grubswhileinspecting alarge nursery. Nearly 90% of the nursery
failed inspection and could not ship plant materia to states uninfested with Japanese beetles. The efficacy of field
applications of Dylox was questionablein this situation because of the high grub popul ation and lack of adequate
rainfall that isneeded to movethe product into the soil toward thetarget pest.
Thegrower wasfaced with asituation inwhich al root ball sbeing shipped to category 2 stateswould need to be
treated with chlorpyrifosby dipping. However, the grower was not equipped to dip root ballsand had to complete
all treetmentsbefore soil temperaturesdropped below 50 F and grubsmovefurther into the soil. Root ball dipping
isvery labor intensiveand costly.  Often thereare specia environmenta requirementsfor treatment sitesand there
isarisk of phytotoxicity. Root ballsa so becomeextremely fragile and are difficult to handle oncethey have been
dipped. Thisledthegrower to seek and an aternative method for delivering pesticideto thegrubsandto utilizethe
dternative Tree Ring™ method.

TheTreeRing ™ method utilizes
aproduct thatissimilartoaTree
Gator. Itisaplagtictubthat hasa
20-gdlon capacity and smdl holes
in the bottom of it. Thetub fits
around thebase of thetreeand al-
lowsthewater todowly drainand
saturate the soil around thetree.
Tree Rings™ are placed around
treesand asmall amount of soil is
piled around the Tree Ring™ to
cresteawell. Thiswell isdesigned
to keep theliquid from spreading
out and concentrate the flow of
product downwardinthesoil. The
sysemutilizesDylox 80 TO a the
turf rate of 3.75 oz. per 1000




squarefeet and essentially replacesthe need for irrigation or rainfall to move product down to wheregrubsare
present. Itisalso appearsto bemore efficient than heavy rain which can spread product a ong the ground before
downward movement occurs. Tree Rings™ take approximately 2 hoursto drain and trees can be dug 48 hours
after gpplication.

Thecalibration of equipment isnot easy and it will most likely requireamicrobalanceto properly measure out the
product. Each TreeRing™ with awell aroundistreating approximately 10 squarefeet. Thismeansthat eachtree
ring needs 15 gallons of water with 0.0375 oz. of product dilutedinit. Thisisaccomplished by mixinglargetanks
with the appropriate amount of product. Thetanksaretakentothefield and each TreeRing™ isfilled with 15
galonsof mix. Theconcentration of Dylox seemsvery low, but according to Bayer Corporation, Dylox isvery
effectiveeven at |low concentrations. According to themanufacturer, Dylox 6.2G applied at alabel rate of 2-31bs
per 1000Ft.2hasbeen showntokill grubsdownto 12 inchesinthesoil. Thisisactually lessproduct thanisbeing
delivered withthe Tree Ring systemusing Dylox 80 TO.

The Japanese Beetle Harmoni zation Plan has not yet officially adopted thismethod, but it doesshow promise. Itis
not necessarily aprocessthat agrower would want to plan on performing every fall. Althoughit doesnot requirea
lot of product, thissystem still requiresagreat deal of |abor toimplement. Thegrower estimated that it cost their
company well over 100,000 dollars
totreat their nursery, but it provided
them with an option that would a -
low for effectivetreatment despite
the unfavorableenvironmental con-
ditionsfor ordinary field treatments
of Dylox. Many states are inter-
ested in the method and some have
accepted it asatreatment method.
However, more research may be
necessary to determinehow soil type
and moisturelevel will affect there-
sultsof such applications.

Kenneth W. Cote,
IndianaDNR,
Divisonof Entomology
and Plant Pathol ogy.
February 2006

Editors Note:

Sorry for the delay in getting this issue out to the membership. What started out in
January as the winter issue became the Spring issue became the Summer issue.
Please share your talent and keep your articles coming for use in the next issue.

Compliments can be forwarded to me at: steven.shimek@state.mn.us, criticism is
welcome but must be accompanied by a contribution including text and pictures for
an article to appear in the next issue.




Mark Your Calenders continued from page 1

LodgeHotel & Conference Resort - 637 acres, of which
forty aremaintained for the enjoyment of guests. Space
not used by guestsisleased to the adjacent Sherman
LakeYMCA and Kellogg For-

Board and will give usan update and future direction of
thisorganization aswell.

MikePhilipisour State Survey

est, which is maintained by
Michigan State Universty.

Thisproperty oncebelongedto
Dr.W. E. Upjohn (Will) founder
of The Upjohn Company.
Brook Lodge offerseight fully
appointed cottages. Each cot-
tageis decorated in arelaxed,
tagteful country style, includinga
comfortable living room with
sofg, loungecharsandcable TV/
VCR. Private bedroomsarefur-
nished with desks, dataport phones, voicemail and cof-
feemakers. Smoking and nonsmoking roomsareavail-
able.

Recregtiond activitiesindude: atenniscourt, putting green
and driving range, basketball and volleyball courts, bicy-
cling, natureand jogging trails. Nearby isKaamazoo
Nature Center, seven golf courseswithin 5 minutesdriv-
ing distance, cruises on Gull
Lake, andtheY MCA Sherman

(CAPS) Coordinator —topicto
bedetermined. Mikeisavery
enthusiastic and entertaining
Speaker.

Deb McCullough is a Forest
Entomologist and Associate
Professor in the Departments of
Entomology and Forestry at
Michigan State University. Deb
isaknowledgeable and gifted
speaker who is always in de-
mand. Debwill begivingusan
updateon Emerald Ash Borer in Michigan (wearework-
ing on apossible Emerald Ash Borer tour aswell)

Haddish Melakeberhan is an Associate Professor of
Nematol ogy inthe Entomology Department at Michigan
State University. Topicto bedetermined.

Asaways, therewill betimefor statereportsand dis-
cussion of inspector concerns.
Therewill dsobetimefor State

Outdoor Center.

Vist http://www.hfsmsu.edu/
brooklodge/index.html for
moreinformation onthe Brook
L odge and Conference Center.

A widevariety of speakersand
topics are planned for the
agendaagainthisyear. Whilewe
are still putting together the
speaker roster, following area
few of the speakers/ topicswe havelined up.

Speakersinclude our very own Ken Rauscher, Division
Director of our Pesticide and Plant Pest Management
Division. Hewill welcomeH.I.S. Central Chapter to
Michiganand highlight theactivitieswithinour Divison.
Kenisalsothecurrent President of the National Plant

Survey Coordinators to meet
together todiscusssurvey issues
in their states. A hospitality
room will be open in the eve-
nings, for food and fun. Bring
slides/PowerPoint presenta-
tions/samplesof thingsseenin
thefield, and shareyour finds
withtherest of us.

Brook Lodge Grounds

Whiletheagendaisnot complete
asof thisNewd etter, wecan as-
sureyou of adelightful stay at Brook Lodgein October
aongwithahost of speakersand topicsthat will not only
hold your attention but will giveyou something to take
homewithyou.

Welook forward to seeing all of you at the 2006 HIS
mesting!



